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This edition comes a bit late but the information is every bit as relevant. We are excited to
have wrapped up year-end and look forward to developing the 2nd Annual Report in the
coming months.
Council continues to work towards achieving its strategic goals and exploring new ways to
engage members as well as create opportunities for members.
Our committees have resumed meeting (virtually) and we will soon be selecting and
announcing our Education Advisory Committee Members.
Some exciting projects are underway in spite of restrictions, including a Youth Advisory
Committee driven historical research project. A number of feasibility studies are nearing
completion and we continue to explore potential partnerships in order to develop
employment opportunities, improving services, and economic growth.
At this time, our primary concern is the safety of all community members and staff. We
appreciate everyone's cooperation and understanding as the world continues to adjust to
the ever-changing circumstances and mitigation measures of the pandemic. We hope that
everyone is staying safe and finding ways to connect with friends and family through safe
means. Our thoughts and prayers to the Creator in keeping everyone safe and healthy
continue; we especially offer our sincere concern and prayers for those whose health is
suffering as a result of the pandemic.
Wishing you all better days ahead; looking forward to when we can gather together again
in unity.
Miigwech,

Councillors Perkins, Peters, Scott, and Simpson
This artwork was created and shared by Artist Naomi Peters, a youth member of
Caldwell First Nation, in the hopes that this might convey a good message,
especially for the young members of Caldwell First Nation.
We can all find wisdom in this message.

Miigwech for sharing your art and gifts with us, Naomi!

ATTENTION BAND MEMBERS

**If your email, mailing address or
phone number has changed,
please update the office staff at
info@caldwellfirstnation.ca**

Useful Tips

Upcoming Events

Contact Lonnie

Employment and Training and Post-Secondary

Contact Holly

Support For Learners Fund
The Ontario Government will be
providing an Ontario COVID-19 Child

2021 Virtual Mini-University
Program

Benefit.
These funds are to offset additional
learning costs to which parents will
receive:
·
$400/child aged 0 to grade 12
·
$500 for children and youth 21
years old and under with special
needs
The government is automatically
providing this round of payments to
parents who received Support for
Learners payments, and they can
expect money to begin flowing on
April 26, 2021. Parents who did not
apply for or receive the Support for
Learners program can apply for the
new funding starting May 3 with a
deadline of May 17.”
For more information visit:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/6
0960/province-doubles-supportfor-parents-with-new-ontario-covid19-child-benefit

Bridging North America Job listings
Bridging North America

To receive an application
form, please contact Holly
at
etow@caldwellfirstnation.ca

Please contact Kyla Stonefish for
more information at
kstonefish@aiai.on.ca
Deadline April 23, 2021 at 4:30 pm

Contact Holly

Contact AIAI

Update from First Nations Technical Institute (FNTI)

Health News
Spring Info Sheet Public Health Alerts

Indigenous 16 years + are now
eligible to register for the
COVID-19 vaccinations.
Please call Jo-D Schiefer to
register at 519-329-0456 or
email
health@caldwellfirstnation.ca
Contact Health

Economic Development Updates
CALDWELL FIRST NATION’S TOURISM EXPERIENCES WINNING MULTIPLE FUNDING
AWARDS

Caldwell First Nation continues to pull in awards and grants for its experiential tourism
developments. Most recently it was announced that the Nation and the Indigenous culinary
experience, led by the Experiential Tourism team and the Culinary Department, has won
WEtech Alliance Digital Services Package. The is valued at $10,000 and made possible by the
Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario via the Digital Main Street
Future Proof Community Collaboration Project as part of the Nation’s participation in the
Ontario Tourism Innovation Lab’s Spark program. Caldwell First Nation was announced as
one of the Spark program recipients in January, 2021.
Three Fires: An Indigenous Culinary Experience is a 4-hour, hands-on event led by Chef Billy
Alexander, that provides participants an opportunity to explore indigenous culture through
an interactive culinary cooking class while having meaningful discussion about food, culture
and community. The culinary experience is one of a suite of highly crafted online and inperson tourism experiences, all of which have detailed COVID safety plans and protocols to
offer safe and intimate delivery. The development of these experiences is part of a
Caldwell’s larger Economic Development Plan, which highlights tourism development as one
of its pillars.
“The recognition and awards that these experiences continue to receive is indicative of the
level of gold-standard tourism product visitor will come to expect of Caldwell First Nation,”
states Caldwell Council, “The Nation is well on its way to becoming one of Canada’s top
Indigenous tourism destinations and this is supported by the hard work of Council and Nation
Administration and staff. There is more to come and we are excited to share these
experiences with visitors when it is safe to do so.”
WEtech alliance’s Tech Community Program Manager Noah Campbell evoked that “The
team at WEtech Alliance feels strongly that [Caldwell First Nation’s] idea will help bring longlasting tech-enabled economic viability to [Windsor Essex’s] main streets while also serving an
important community and we look forward to working with [CFN] and the Lab in making this
a reality.”
Visitors will be able to purchase experiences beginning in late spring/early summer 2021 on a
new, streamlined website, developed with support form the WEtech Alliance, the Investment
Readiness Program funded by the Government of Canada's SI/SF Strategy, and the
Indigenous Community Business Fund. Details about the site will be released upon its launch.

Coming Soon - Experience Caldwell
In preparation for the upcoming “summer of the staycation” and
part of the Economic goals of CFN, a new website is in
development for visitors to Caldwell First Nation.
The new platform is being launched to help travellers (and those
looking for online Indigenous cultural experiences) book and
participate in CFN experiences. Three experiences have been
developed to-date, including a children’s online experience which
tells the creation story with handcrafted Indigenous puppets, an
award-winning three-hour immersive culinary experience hosted at
Point Pelee National Park with Chef Billy Alexander, and a
Voyageur experience on Sturgeon Creek which highlights the
biodiversity and ecological significance of the area.
ExperienceCaldwell (experiencecaldwell.ca) will go live in summer
2021.

Caldwell First Nation in the News
After 230-year fight,

Caldwell First Nation has
reserve status; begins to
build a new community
Caldwell First Nation has finally
achieved reserve status,
ending a decade-long
bureaucratic struggle that
included environmental
assessments and various
approvals from both provincial
and municipal governments.
Read more here:
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/caldwell-first-nation-reserve-status-1.5955097

New app to help address high volumes of First Nation consultation
requests
LEAMINGTON— Members of the Caldwell First Nation (CFN) in southwestern Ontario think
they have the solution for dealing with upwards of 25 requests arriving each week for
consultation by developers from across their traditional territory.
The solution, a specially-developed web app, will help identify requests that are high-priority
and allow the community to judge developments based on their own concerns, such as
protecting sacred sites, harvesting practices, and waterways... continue reading.

Meet the Staff
Staff Member Highlight
Louise Hillier, Band Representative
Meet Louise Hillier, Band Representative! Louise's family
is Pottawatomi of the Anishinaabe Nations and are
Turtle clan/dodem. There are seven siblings and she is
the middle child of Isaac and June Peters.
Louise recalls, "as children, six of us were deliberately
and deceitfully stolen from our family and placed in
the receiving home of the Children’s Aid Society in
Windsor because we were Indian children. Adult
members of our family had to obtain the services of a
lawyer to force our return to our family home after a
few weeks “in care”. The experience of being stolen
and placed with strangers impacts anyone who has
endured this trauma for the rest of their life." As Band
Representative, she often feels conflicted in dealing with families and children, knowing that
one day “in care” is one day too many, but at times is the only available option.
The goal of the Band Representative is to act in the best interests of the children and to
participate as a party to proceedings and in matters relating to child welfare where
Children's Aid Society is involved.
"I am truly honored to be in a position of trust and able to act for the best interests of the
children. If you feel you might have an interest in being a caregiver for our children at some
point in time, please contact me at the Band Administrative Office."

Brad Dos Santos, Finance Assistant/Administrative
Associate

Brad has been a part of the Caldwell First
Nation Finance Team since 2019. Brad’s
financial experience stems from corporate
bank knowledge gathered while working
and living in New Zealand as well as an
Advanced Ontario Diploma in Business
Administration Finance obtained from St.
Clair College. Brad works closely with Senior
Finance Officer Melody Watson and
Director of Operations Nikki van Oirschot.
Brad is an avid soccer lover and has played
at both the varsity level and semiprofessional level across 5 different
countries. “I am grateful to have been able
to experience multiple cultures from
around the world and I believe travelling
has helped influence the person I am
today.”

Member Highlight
Caldwell First Nation Administration has been hosting Bingo via Zoom for the past few weeks
and for St. Patrick's Day, we had a dress up contest. See below for pictures of the winners!

We are grateful for the outpouring of positive feedback and cards and
messages of thanks from members participating in our online events.
Below are some of the comments we have received:
"Thank you for everything you are doing to keep us all connected
as a Nation!"
"I look forward to online Bingo. It is a fun game, but the real joy is in laughing together and having
something to look forward to. Miigwetch!"
"Thank you for doing this for the members!"
"So much fun! Thank you!!"

"It is so nice to see everyone together online! Miss everyone and can't wait to see
everyone in person again, when it's safe to do so. Thank you to Council and staff for
giving us this opportunity."

"Thanks you so much for making this happen! What a great way to keep us
together! Zoom is amazing! Moses is a fantastic teacher, he was so easy to
follow. Thank you again I had a great time "
"Please tell Lonnie, Tammy, and Council that Bingo is a real hit! So much fun!! Thank you!!"

"We are so lucky that Caldwell cares for its members the way it does. Keep up the great
work... very grateful indeed."
Cheers to all the March
birthdays!
Did you know who else is celebrating with
you this month?
April 2 Michael Fassbender
April 6 Paul Rudd
April 7 Jackie Chan
April 15 Emma Watson
April 21 James McAvoy
April 28 Jessica Alba

IN THE NEWS
For the most up-to-date information regarding the Corona Virus:
cbc.ca
ctvnews.ca
Ontario introduces another stay-at-home order, declares third state of emergency
April 8, 2021
Ontario has declared its third state of emergency since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic and will be implementing a province wide stay-at-home order as of Thursday.
Premier Doug Ford made the announcement Wednesday after hours of discussion with his
cabinet.
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/ontario-introduces-another-stay-at-home-order-declares-thirdstate-of-emergency-1.5377410
What is considered essential activity under Ontario's stay-at-home order?
April 7, 2021
The province has enacted another stay-at-home order as Ontario faces a third wave mainly
driven by more transmissible and more deadly COVID-19 variants. The order comes into
effect on Thursday, April 8 and will last for at least four weeks.
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/what-is-considered-essential-activity-under-ontario-s-stay-athome-order-1.5378395
Ontario to impose stay-at-home order, closing non-essential retail, sources say
April 7, 2021
Ontario Premier Doug Ford's cabinet has approved a province wide stay-at-home order and
will close non-essential retail stores for all but curbside pickup, multiple sources told CBC
News Tuesday night.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-stay-at-home-order-covid19-1.5977646
Creative writing series engages next generation of Indigenous storytellers
Aimee Chalifoux says that when she was growing up in foster care, books were her

“getaway.”
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/03/16/creative-writing-series-engages-nextgeneration-of-indigenous-storytellers.html
Stories From The Land – Indigenous documentary series on CBC Gem
Stories From the Land, a podcast dedicated to Indigenous storytelling, has been adapted
into a documentary series by Wanderer Entertainment Inc. for CBC Short Docs.
http://anishinabeknews.ca/2021/03/11/stories-from-the-land-indigenous-documentary-serieson-cbc-gem/
Stephanie Scott is first Indigenous woman to lead National Centre for Truth and
Reconciliation
An Indigenous woman is set to lead the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR)
for the first time. The NCTR, which is working to compile a complete history of residential
schools in Canada, has named its former director of operations, Stephanie Scott, to the
position of executive director.
https://nationtalk.ca/story/stephanie-scott-is-first-indigenous-woman-to-lead-national-centrefor-truth-and-reconciliation-the-globe-and-mail

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. If anything is of interest to
you and you require further information, please feel free to contact us. We are
here to help!
We hope you enjoyed the thirty-seventh edition of the Caldwell First Nation e-

Newsletter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us!
Sincerely,

Nikki van Oirschot
Director of Operations
Editor
NV/tj
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